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“And so with the sunshine and the great bursts of leaves growing on the trees, just as 
things grow in fast movies, I had a familiar conviction that life was beginning over 
again with summer.” ~F. Scott Fitzgereld, The Great Gatsby 

August is known for many things, including dog days of 
summer, National Watermelon Day (Aug. 3) and National 
Smile Week (Aug. 5-11). But there are many other fun facts 
associated with summer’s last full month. 

August is named after Augustus Caesar, founder and the first 
emperor of the Roman Empire, who was posthumously 
adopted by his maternal great-uncle Gaius Julius Caesar. 

In the early Roman calendar, August was actually the sixth 
month of the year. It was originally 30 days in length, but an 
extra day was added so that it would equal the number of days 
in July, which was named after Julius Caesar. 

August has two birhstones: peridot and sardonyx. Peridot is 
among the oldest known gemstones and is green in color. 
Sardonyx, which is lesser-known, is a white-and brown-band-
ed gemstone once believed to have mystical powers. 

The official flower for August is the gladiolus. These verti-
cal-growing flowers were named from the Latin “gladius,” 
meaning sword. 

Fans of Elvis Presley mourn each Aug. 16th, the day the 
famous singer died in 1977. 

On Aug. 24th in 79 A.D., the volcano Mount Vesuvius 
erupted, destroying the city of Pompeii and others. 

On Aug. 21, 1911, the Mona Lisa was stolen from the Louvre 
Gallery and not recovered for two years. 

Although civil rights activist Martin Luther King, Jr., is 
honored in January, when he was born, he is best known for 
his famed “I have a dream” speech, which was given on Aug. 
28, 1963. 

The month of August is often referred to as the “dog days of 
summer” but not because pet pooches. It has to do with the 
star Sirius, also known as the dog star, which rose at the 
same time as the sunrise during the month of August in 
ancient Roman times. 

Some famous people born in August include Martha Stewart, 
Martin Sheen, Jeff Gordon, Deion Sanders and Halle Berry. 
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ON THIS DAY IN HISTORY MONTHLY OBSERVANCES

CROSSWORD
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ACROSS
4. The sound of this makes children excited
6. Place where parents send kids to get a break in the    
    summer
8. If you look like a lobster, use this
9. Main ingredient in fireworks
11. You may see flashes of these at night, but they
      won't hurt you.
13. Neighborhood get-together
14. Smaller than an ocean, but still fun

DOWN
1. Don't swallow the seeds of this
2. Memories catcher
3. This drink wants a kiss, so pucker up
5. Maker of small droplets
7. Frozen treat
10. Don't leave home without it, or you may regret it
12. Grilling favorite

• Psoriasis Awareness Month
• National Spinal Muscular Atrophy Awareness Month
• National Water Quality Awareness Month
• Happiness Happens Month

For more information:

Ames: 515.292.9489
Ankeny:515.207.1501

2701 SE Convenience Blvd. Ste. 10
Ankeny, IA 50021

July CROSSWORD ANSWERS:
Across: 5.Fireworks 7.Victory 9.Independence 11.Patriots 12.England 13.Forge 14.Constitu-
tion Down: 1.Washington 2.Boston 3.Parades 4.American 6.Revolution 8.Minutemen 10.Flag

1957, American Bandstand makes its 
network debut on NBC.

1997, Microsoft buys take in Apple
 Computers.6
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1992, Mall of America Opens for business.

1937, Toyota Motor Company founded.

Stuck? 
Check next month’s issue 

for the answers!


